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Cha Sramiker Mojuri: Maliker Labh, Sramiker Loksan
(Tea Workers’ Wages: Owners Win, Workers Lose)

by Philip Gain

Published by Society for Environment and Human Development (SEHD)
Published 2023

Bangla, paperback, 128 pages

Price: Taka 200

There is no other important issue for the
tea workers than wages. The wages and
. benefits they get are not fair at all. This
book compiles the investigative op-eds
and write-ups that the author has written
since the formation of the Minimum
Wage Board in 2019 to fix the tea
workers' ~ wage  structure.  The
information, analyses and opinions
found in these writings, a keynote paper
" that author shared in dialogue and
reports of two dialogues compiling
opinions and insights of various parties
and individuals, including the owners of
the tea gardens, will help us understand
the complexities of the tea workers'
wages.

The author has highlighted in various
ways the significance of implementation
of the labor legislations, responsibility of
the concerned state agencies to do away
with discrimination in the labor law and

Eij T 4 the employers’ obligations. The author

B has also highlighted the sympathy we
have seen among many, including the prime minister, towards the tea workers. This book
will serve as a companion to the book Cha Sramiker Katha that the author has edited and

these two books will help understand the overall situation of tea workers and tea
communities.
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Cha Sramiker Katha

Edited by Philip Gain

Published by Society for Environment and Human Development (SEHD)
Published: 2022

Bangla, paperback, 448 pages

Price: Tk.400

The first commercial tea garden in what
is now Bangladesh was established in
1854. Tea had been mainly an export
commodity for a long time. But
nowadays most of the tea produced in
Bangladesh is consumed locally.

In discussion on tea, its production,
rapid growth of its consumption within
the country, the issues of tea workers
who keep the tea industry alive and their
welfare remain ignored. The British
companies brought these poor and ill-
fated workers from different parts of
India about 150 years back. Since then
they have remained tied to the tea
gardens and the labor lines. But they
have no ownership of the land they have
been living on for five generations or of
the house in labor lines they live in. It is
% | ashame that they are still very low-paid,
and in most cases, their children are
forced to become tea workers because of the poor standard of their education. Their
nutritional and health status is also bad.

Cha Sramiker Katha is a book intended for a wide range of users and actors who
want to understand the issues relating to the tea plantation workers and how the tea
industry is run. In addition, all the information, insights, views and recommendations
put in this book intend to alert the state and other actors who work towards providing
social and political protection to the tea workers and their community.



