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Include them in
govt census

Say speakers on under-represented minorities

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Various under-represented minorities
of the country have been facing
discrimination and marginalisation.
Due to lack of government census data
on them and proper recognition, these
people, most of whom are ultra-poor, are
now in crisis.

Speakers expressed this concern
yesterday in the launching ceremony
of Brattyajan Resource Centre (BRC), a
centre dedicated to conduct research on
exclusion and marginalisation challenges
in Bangladesh. 5

On the same day, BRC and Society
for Environment and Human
Development (SEHD) published 11 books
and monographs on Bangladesh’s
marginalised communities.

Phillip Gain, director of SEHD, said,
“Monthly salary of a cleaner from the
Harijan community is only Tk 550 in
Sreemangal municipality. They are

not even allowed to dine in the nearby
restaurants.”

Gain said the government does not
have reliable data on marginalised groups.

Eminent economist Prof Wahiduddin
Mahmud said compared to neighbouring
countries, income inequality is
comparatively low in Bangladesh.
However, this fact is not applicable for
minorities.

“Even our development policies and
plans do not include these communities.
As a result, sometimes what we consider
as development projects, turn out to be a
threat to their survival,” he said.

Lilly Nicholls, high commissioner of
Canada to Bangladesh; Prof Tanzimuddin
Khan of international relations
department at DU; Dr Hossain Zillur
Rahman, executive chairperson, Power
and Participation Research Centre;
activist Khushi Kabir; and Jeremy
Opritesco, deputy head of diplomatic
mission, EU Delegation, were also present.
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Govt lacks proper
planning to uplift
the marginalised:
Prof Wahiduddin

ECONOMY - BANGLADESH

| TBS REPORT

Brattyajan Resource
Centre officially starts
its journey for the
‘welfare of marginalised
people in the country

The government has failed to adopt
proper initiatives and ideas for im-
proving the livelihoods of the mar-
ginalised populations, said eminent
economist Wahiduddin Mahmud.
~ The disadvantaged and vulnera-
ble quarters are lagging behind the
common citizens because of this
policy failure, he observed while
addressing a programme arranged
on the occasion of the official
launch of the Brattyajan Resource
Centre (BRO) at Cirdap auditorium
in the capital on Saturday.
“Besides, the idea of devel-
opment has not been properly
preached to these groups. The gov-
ernment has not done anything to
tweak the mindset of these people
in order to change their thoughts
‘and notions conducive to their live-
“lihood,” Wahiduddin said.

WAHIDUDDIN MAHMUD

Many projects have been taken
up for the development of the coun-
try, but the economic development
of the marginalised people hasbeen
hindered by a lack of proper plan-
ning, he maintained.

The economist went on to say,
“We often talk about protecting the
environment but the livelihoods of
the marginalised are closely linked
to forests, rivers, and hills. We also
talk about meeting the sustainable
development goals (SDGs) which
include protecting the environment
and improving the living standards
of these people.” !

He urged the government to
make appropriate plans and imple-
ment them for the betterment of
the disempowered people of Dalit,
Harijan, Rishi and the third-gender
communities.

Backed by the

Souety for the Environment and Hu-
man Development (SEHD), and the
Power and Participation Research Cen-
tre (PPRQO), Brattyajan Resource Centre
has started its journey for the welfare
of marginalised people of Bangladesh.

Presenting the keynote article at
‘the event, Philip Gain, director of
'SEHD, said, “The SEHD started its
journey in 1993, but launched its re-
source centre today.

Over the years, the scope of our
thoughts and activities has expanded
a lot. We are now working with tea
garden workers and sex workers.”

“In the last 10 years, Bede, Hari-
jan, Rishi, Kayputra, Jaldas, and Bi-
hari communities have been added
to the marginalised community that
includes 60 lakh people. We are call-

mg them ‘Brattya]an' ¥

Hossain Zllur R Rahman, chalrper-
son of Brac Bangladesh, chaired the
event, also attended by Lilly Nicholls,
high commissioner of Canada to
Bangladesh; Jeremy Opritesco, depu-
ty head of mission, EU delegation to
Bangladesh; and others.

A total of 11 research beoks of
the BRC on different marginalised
groups of people were unveiled at
the event.
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